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Profile of an Affiliate 


“Speech should be taught to all individ- 
uals for whom it is functionally feasible. 
For others we should design viable alter- 
natives so that they may enjoy the 
benefits of communication, enhance cog- 
nitive development, extend social par- 
ticipation and eventually strengthen their 
economic well-being’’. 

Richard L. Schiefelbuscb, Ph.D. 


For the volunteer membership of the most 
easterly Canadian Affiliate, the Blissym- 
bolic Association of Newfoundland and 
Labrador (B.A.N.A.L.), the words of 
Richard L. Schiefelbusch express the 
objectives that have motivated their 
organization since its inception. 

Jane Green, as a founding member and 
President of B.A.N.A.L. was in Toronto 
recently. From her we learned of some of 
the work, this three year old Association 
has undertaken. 

The beginnings are not unusual, it is the 
way many who want to affiliate start. 
Three colleagues, working with non- 
speaking children journeyed to Toronto to 
take the Elementary Training in Blissym- 
bolics. They returned to St. John’s and 
proceeded to put their new found 
knowledge and skills to work. Interest and 
enquiries grew, as positive results became 
visible to parents, and other professionals 
involved with non-speaking children. So 
much so, that Jane Green and her two 
colleagues asked for assistance in hosting 
a Workshop in the area. A team from 
BCI travelled to St. John’s and acted as 
facilitators and Senior presentors in the 
first workshop co-ordinated by the 











original three initiates. The symbol pro- 
gramme had received so much acceptance 
that by 1981, between 120-130 persons 
had undertaken training. And to-day 
Blissymbolic instruction is being received 
by at least SO children enrolled in Special 
Education classes in the regular school or 
special school programme. As well, many 
other children who do not have access to 
instruction locally, are communicating and 
learning in remote regions of the area. 

Last year, during the International Year 
of the Disabled Persons, the local council, 
awarded a grant of $2,500.00 to 
B.A.N.A.L. in support of the work of the 
Association. With this money, three pro- 
grammes are underway. A symbol user is 
employed to assist in workshops and paid 
a small salary. A Newsletter now goes out 
to the regional membership. And a 
Brochure has just been completed to in- 
form the general population of the 
Blissymbol System and the Association. 

As well as these projects, the Associa- 
tion plans to compile resource material for 
distribution throughout the region. The 
place chosen is the HUB, a community 
resource centre for the physically handi- 
capped. This choice, according to Jane, 
overcomes some of the limitations that 
housing a resource centre in a school, 
hospital or governmental institution poses. 
It allows greater numbers access to the 
material. 


“‘Support for the parents’’ 
Accessability, although not unique to this 
region, is a perennial problem. It surfaces, 
usually when the association hears of a 





Jane Green assists in assessment process for ACS. 


parent who would like to attend a work- 
shop, but travelling from a remote region 
and arranging child-care for all the 
children, including the one with special 
needs, is too great an obstacle. So that 
parents need not be denied support, 
B.A.N.A.L. has applied for funds to do a 
survey in order to assess the needs of 
parents and symbol users. While the 
results should help the various education, 
health, social and government services to 
play their part more effectively, the 
Association, ‘‘will continue to play its 
part in keeping in touch with symbol 
users, parents, and instructors’’. Accord- 
ing to Jane Green, the goal is to have a 
regional register, to assist the various 
other organizations to keep in touch and 
follow through on initial Blissymbol 
programmes. 


‘‘The camp blossomed’’ 
Concern for providing support for 
parents, apparent in this commitment is 
also evident when Jane recalls anecdotes 
about the two camps that B.A.N.A.L. 
was instrumental in providing this past 
year. 

Provision was made for non-speaking 
symbol users to invite a speaking friend to 
share the camp experience. ‘‘The camp 
blossomed with symbol signs. Puns and 
jokes appeared as if by magic in response 
to an invitation to be creative in how to 
use symbols’’, recalls Jane. 

‘Well, it’s a beginning’’. This modest 
appraisal by Jane of the work of the 
Association speaks to the future. A future 
that Janes hopes will see: an increased 
membership base as other professional 
groups, such as Librarians, are invited to 
join; continued support for parents, sym- 
bol users and instructors as the Registry 
becomes a reality; offering Elementary as 
well as Refresher Workshops; and the im- 
plementation of the recommendations 
they expect from the survey. 

We at BCI applaud the efforts of Jane 
Green and her colleagues for undertaking 
a task that at times is tedious, frustrating 
and discouraging. By affirming that non- 
speaking children can learn, they en- 
courage all of us to remember those early 
break-throughs in communication and 
help us in our resolve to continue to offer 
the support and encouragement that is 
within our abilities. 





Symbol Stories 


The Symbol Office is very aware of the need for Blissymbol reading materials for 
children. It is therefore exciting to report a project which has been worked on over the 
past two years by Gosta la Cour of Denmark. Gosta has translated a well known Danish 
children's story, Palle, Alone in the World into Blissymbols using a syntax which is 
appropriate for children with Danish language background. The story tells of a young 
boy awakening to find himself alone in the house, the neighborhood — the world, Palle 
sets out to find human companionship. The story relates his adventures and experiences 


as he makes this universal journey 


What follows are a few excerpts as submitted and a free English translation 
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the street and everything is quiet. 
whole world. 


® indicates - 1) a symbol which differs from the C.K. Bliss version either in symbol 


form or accompanying wording. 


Further news regarding this publication and other children’s stories will follow in future 


Bulletins. 


We hope this is just the beginning of a growing interest in doing stories of all sorts in 
Blissymbols, and we are pleased to be playing a part in this worthwhile endeavour 





Look for... 


An article by Susan Odell, is in the 
December, 1981 issue of Canada’s Mental 
Health, Susan is totally dependent on 
Blissymbols for communicating, and is 
now spending two days a week at BCI 
working on the Apple personal computer 


ee 


The winter, 1981/82 issue of The Chron- 
icle, published by the Ontario Society of 
the Canadian Association of Rehabilita- 
tive Personnel features an article by 
Shirley McNaughton, on the importance 
of the new technology that the micro-chip 


has made possible in furthering the aspira- 
tions of symbol users. 





Stop Press 


Some places are still open in evaluation of 
Raised Symbol Display. (see BULETIN 
Dec. ’81) 

For information as to how to par- 
ticipate write: Sue Sansone, Suffolk 
Association for the Help of Retarded 
Children, 2900 Veteran's Memorial 
Highway, BOHEMIA, NY 11716 Phone: 
1-516-585-0100 or BCI — 1-416-425-7835. 





POT POURRI... 





ATTENTION 


The November-December 1981 issue of 
Emergency Librarian, carries an article by 
Penny Parnes of ACS, entitled Blissym- 
bolics Communication, This provides an 
opportunity for all of us to draw this to 
the attention of our local librarian. If the 
shelves do not contain Blissymbolics For 
Use — Teaching and Using Blissymbols, 
The Handbook of Blissymbolics, Symbol 
Secrets and Elizabeth Helfman’s Blissym- 
bolics: Speaking Without Speech, a re- 
quest that these be added could receive 
favorable consideration 


Blissymbolics: Speaking Without Speech 
is available from: 
In Canada: Clark Irwin Limited 
791 St. Clair Avenue West 
Toronto, Ontario 
M6C 1B8 (Phone: 
416 654-3211) 


In U.S. Elsevier-Dutton Publishing 
Co. Inc. 
Two Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 
(Phone: 212-725-1818) 

The remainder are available from BCI 
in Canada, EBSCO Curriculum Materials 
in the United States, and Living and 
Learning in Great Britain (UK) 





Recommended 
Reading — 


In the second edition of Physically Handi- 
capped Children a Medical Atlas for 
Teachers, by Eugene E. Bleck, M.D., 
Donald A. Nagel, M.D., there is a 
chapter by Shirley McNaughton, entitled 
An Augmentative Communication 
System: Blissymbolics 

The chapter will be helpful to teachers 
new to Blissymbols as well as to the ex- 
perienced teacher who may need a re- 
minder of the power of Blissymbols for 
communication and cognitive- 
development. 


; ACS 
Helpful Hints 


Additions or alterations to a display 
should be done in front of students, 
with an explanation, so that they 
are not confused by changes 

Cloth tape is best for joining 
display folds. (Mactac splits easily) 
Clear or white tape is less distracti- 
ble than coloured tape. Note: ACS 
has used cloth tape and has found it 
adequate — in cases where durabil- 
ity has been a major problem 
leather has been used for the join. 














The above contributions to Helpful Hints 
are ideas selected from comments accom- 
panying the Vocabulary Display Contest 
entries, that ACS has found useful. ACS 
invites readers to share their suggestions. 
Please contact; 

Nora Rothschild 

Augmentative Communication Service 
350 Rumsey Road 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4G IR8 


Bliss Apple Disk 
now available from 
BCI 


The Institute has just received its licence 
to serve as a distributor for the Trace 
Centre ‘‘Blissapple’’ disk. Having had the 
opportunity to use an early model of the 
Bliss Apple within an Evaluation Study 
and within the Augmentative Communica- 
tion Service for the past eight months, we 
appreciate the new capability it gives to 
Blissymbol users. The disk contains all 
1400 approved Blissymbols as well as 
numbers and alphabet characters. In 
utilizing the disk, the user has all the sym- 
bols available in a “‘library’’. From this 
“‘library”’ the user selects the symbols 
which are appropriate for his use. This is 
a similar process to constructing an in- 
dividualized display, but in this case we 
use microprocessor technology. 

All symbols in the library are coded 
with a numerical key which is arranged 
according to the Blissymbol shape 
alphabet (Blissymbols for Use, 1980). 
However, when the user selects his in- 
dividual vocabulary he can assign any 
number he chooses to any symbol. We 
have experimented with several techniques 
in this regard. 


On occasion we have assigned 
numerical codes corresponding to a sym- 
bol users existing display. In other in- 
stances we have tried to develop number 
codes to correspond to semantic categories 
(eg. all people begin with 100, animals 
with 200, etc.) As with any individualized 
programme, the instructor must assess the 
most appropriate technique for each user, 
however, one basic rule for increasing the 
likelihood of success is to have the symbol 
user actively involved in the process. 

The programme itself has many useful 
options within it. These include the ability 
to activate a printer, to activate a voice 
output device, to use and control inter- 
faces other than a standard keyboard, to 
alter the gloss (word) which accompanies 
the symbol and to change the background 
colour. 

Our experience with the Blissapple disk 
to date is very encouraging. For further 
information regarding the disk contact: 


In Canada: 

Blissymbolics Communication Institute 
350 Rumsey Road 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4G IR8 


In USA: 

Trace Centre 

314 Waisman Centre 
1500 Highland Avenue 
Madison, WI 53706 





You’ve heard of ASCII — now it’s BLISSCII 


The work is now completed. Blissymbolics 
Standard Code for Information Inter- 
change is now available to allow the 
transmission of Blissymbolic messages bet- 
ween electronic communication aids. This 
ensures that Blissymbol users, anywhere in 
the world can use their technical aids to 
communicate with other persons using an 
aid when both aids adhere to the 
BLISSCII code. 

As with most inventions, it starts as an 
idea in the minds of only a few people. In 
this case, Karoly Galyas of the Royal In- 
stitute of Technology, Stockholm, Sweden 
approached Shirley McNaughton, now 
Director of the BCI, and Jinny Storr of 
the Symbol office about the possibilities 
of BCI developing a code. From these 
beginnings, at a pre-conference session on 
Technology preceding the World Congress 


New Loan Policy Video, Slides, Films 


Due to financial restraints the BCI must 
cut back on the loaning of slides, films 
and videos. We will now limit the area we 
service to the Province of Ontario. As in 


the past, audio visual materials may be 
reserved ahead of time. Shipping and in- 
surance charges are the responsibility of 
the borrower. 

We are encouraging BCI Affiliates to 
purchase copies of the audio visual 


materials for their own use. Our hope is 
that Affiliates could then be the resource 
in their own area. Anyone wishing to bor- 
row videos or slides could contact their 
closest Affiliate. 

The list of materials available to 
Ontario residents is available from Maddy 
Spicer at the BCI, Others please contact 
your nearest Affiliate. If you are uncer- 
tain where this is, contact the BCI. 








of Rehabilitation International in Toronto 
in June of 1980, the idea grew. Agreeing 
in principle with what was being propos- 
ed, yet recognizing their own limited 
knowledge in this field, Shirley and Jinny 
asked for and received Karoly Galyas’ 
commitment to give the idea further 
thought, and start preliminary discussions 
with colleagues. The idea by the time of 
the Conference on Blissymbolics and 
Technology hosted at the University of 
Surrey, May 1981, had received enough 
acceptance that the conference planners 
included a place on the agenda for those 
interested in the development of a code. 

An interested group assembled and 
heard the presentation of an initial pro- 
posal from Frederik Moéll of the Handi- 
cappin Institute, Stockholm. This kept the 
new formed committee, chaired by G. 
Vanderheiden, involved in deep discussion 
for five hours. At the end of this first 
committee meeting, Gregg Vanderheiden 
and Frederick Moéll agreed to take the 
results of this intensive sharing of ideas 
and to work further to refine a proposal 
that BCI could implement. 

In August of 1981, further discussions 
in Washington involved Gregg and 
Frederick with David Kelso of Madison, 
Wisconsin and Fraser Shein of the 
Ontario Crippled Children’s Centre. 

Coming full circle, back in Toronto, in 
August the project now entered into the 


final stages. A few more months of 
correspondence and discussions between 
Frederick and Gregg and others resulted 
in a final proposal being sent to the BCI 
on December 2, 1981. This allowed us to 
begin assigning the code. The final steps 
of assigning the code were completed in 
both Sweden and Toronto — with Jack 
Petrie, a new volunteer at BCI using his 
new communications aid, the Memo- 
writer, to print the code number against 
each symbol meaning. 

BCI is deeply appreciative to the 
many professionals who have contributed 
their time and knowledge in the develop- 
ment of BLISCII. It is hoped that the 
code will be well used. 

Upon request, any BCI subscriber can 
receive the code for the sum of $2.00 (to 
cover printing and handling costs). To 
non-subscribers the fee is $5.00. 

Persons engaged in the development of 
technology who want to discuss technical 
details relating to BLISSCII should 
contact: 

Greg C. Vanderheiden, Trace Centre, 314 
Waisman Centre, 1500 Highland Ave., 
Madison, Wisconsin, U.S.A. 53706 


Frederik Moéll, Handicappin Institute, 
Box 303 S — 16126 Bromma, Sweden — 





BCI Training is 
International 


Keeping track of, and assisting in the 
planning and training of Instructors is still 
one of the important reasons for our ex- 
istence. It is encouraging to receive notice 
of the activities ‘‘out there’’. 

If by chance you move to another part 
of the world, you are almost certain to 
find a workshop with you in mind. 

The following places will be where 
Blissymbolic training is scheduled for the 
balance of 1982. 

Philadelphia, PA 
Shippigan, New Brunswick 
Wallingford, England 
Holland, Netherlands 
Toronto, Ontario 

Long Island, N.Y. 
Kingston, Ontario 


News from Training 


Quebec City, P.Q. 
St. John’s, Newfoundland 
Caleutta, India 
Taiwan 
Orlando, Florida 
For further information as to these and 
other events planned for this year, please 
contact: Director of Training 
Blissymbolics Communication 
Institute 
350 Rumsey Road 
Toronto, Ontario M4G 1R8 
And for those who do not know the 
postal address of International contacts: 


Switzerland, Belgium, France and Spain: 
Jean Destrooper, Institut de Perfectionne- 
ment des travailleurs Sociaux, INPER, 
Case postale 59, 1000 Lausanne 24, 
SWITZERLAND 

Scandinavia: Annegreta Malmstrom-Groth 
M.D. Director, Swedish Blissymbolics 
Communication Centre, Ekhaga, hab 
avd., Munkhagsgatan 160, 58255 
Linkoping, SWEDEN 








1982 Internship 
Programme 
Confirmed 


November 8th to December 10th, 1982 is 
now confirmed for this year’s, 5 week in- 
tensive Internship Programme. Eight in- 
dividuals will be selected to participate 
from applicants who are initiating or sup- 
porting existing Blissymbolic programmes 
in their region, 

The programme will include: 

a) Elementary Training Session (plus 
examination, certification and 
subscriptions) 

b) Observation and/or participation in 
clinical and classroom settings 
(assessment, planning, implementa- 
tion and evaluation) 

¢) Professional Services Consultation 

d) 1982 Toronto Non Speech Con- 
ference 

e) 1982 American Speech-Language 
and Hearing Association (ASHA) 
Convention (optional) 

Interns will be working in groups 
appropriate for their level of under- 
standing, interest and experience. As well, 
opportunities will be provided to meet 
symbol users with varying disabilities. 
Importantly, flexible scheduling will 
accommodate the specific needs and in- 
terests of the selected Interns. For in- 
stance if there is sufficient interest, 
Presentor training may be covered in the 
programme. (N.B. this does nor include 
Senior Presentor Certification) 

Sachi Tamura, Director of Training, 
Strongly recommends that all applicants 
have a good working knowledge of the 


English language or else make their own 
translation arrangements. The formal por- 
tion of this year’s programme will be bas- 
ed on lectures and discussions requiring 
good comprehension of English. 

Tuition fee is $1,000.00 (CDN). Interns 
are responsible for their own transporta- 
tion (distant and local) living expenses and 
accommodation. However, if a request is 
made by October Ist, BCI staff will at- 
tempt to assist Interns with accommoda- 
tion arrangements where possible. 

Application forms are available from 
the Director of Training, and must be 
returned NO LATER THAN JULY 15, 
1982. All successful candidates will be 
notified by August 20th, 1982. 





Fourth Day! — 
Update 


Elementary trained instructors who 
haven't attended an ACS 4th day recently 
will be able to do so on Saturday, April 
24 or Saturday, July 10. Sponsored jointly 
by BCI/ACS these Special Interest /Up- 
date Sessions will deal with practica that is 
focused on aspects of Symbol Assessment, 
Access to Symbols and Programming for 
the Symbol User. Practical ‘thands on’’ 
demonstrations as well as lectures will be 
provided. The fee for a one-day session is 
$25.00 (In order to reserve your space fee 
must be paid 3 weeks before). 

Update certification is optional but is 
open for those who want to write a new 
form of the exam. The fee is $15.00 
(prepaid). 

Applications are available through 
Director of Training. 


United Kingdom: Ena Davis, National 
Advisor, Blissymbolics Communication 
Centre, c/o Institute of Higher Education, 
Llandaff, Cardiff, WALES, CF5 2YB 
Germany: Hermann Frey, Am 
Muhlenback 19, 4005 Meersbusch 2, 
WEST GERMANY 

Israel: Judy Seligman-Wine, Ramat 
Motza, Jerusalem, ISRAEL 
Netherlands: Els Koerselman, ‘‘De 
Trappenberg”’ Crailoseweg 116, 1772 
Huizen, HOLLAND 

Australia: Mrs. Joan Hurren, 14 Bourne 
St., Cook 2614 A.C.T. AUSTRALIA. 








Significant Theme 


“Blissymbolics, speech and language 
issues’’ will be one of the significant 
themes of the World Congress on Mental 
Retardation August 22-25, 1982, Toronto, 
Canada. 

For further information regarding the 
World Congress on Mental Retardation, 
write to: 

Congress Secretariat 

NIMR 

York University Campus 

4700 Keele Street 

Downsview, Ontario 

M3J 1P3 

For details regarding the Seminar, 
“Blissymbolics: Application Around the 
World”’ to be held within the World Con- 
gress and BCI’s August 17-20 Elementary 
Training Session, write to: 

Blissymbolics Communication Institute. 








10th Anniversary 


Plans are underway for our 10th Anniver- 
sary Celebration on Friday evening, May 
14th, at the Ontario Crippled Children’s 
Centre, Toronto. We hope to tie it into 
the annual Blissymbol Day at OCCC. The 
anniversary party will take place Friday 
evening, and be an informal evening of 
reflections and projections. We hope to 
augment the reminiscences with films and 
slides. As well, there will be a display of 
technology — past and present. Our 
special guests will be symbol users, now 
young adults, who started with us ten 
years ago. 

Space prevents us from asking everyone 
directly, but if you are particularly in- 
terested in coming, write to Maddy 
Spicer, BCI, 350 Rumsey Road, Toronto, 
Ontario M4G IR8, before April 1Sth. The 
admission cost for the evening is $2.00 per 
family. 








Late but not forgotten. . 


Blissymbol Competition 





The Vocabulary Display Contest of 1979 confirmed our 
knowledge that there are many creative, innovative individuals 
among our readers. The entries showed considerable diversity 
in organization and format and displayed uniqueness in adapta- 
tion to meet the individual needs of users. So much so, that the 
evaluators found it impossible to select a standard display Tor 
any category. You will recall, the original intent of the contest 
was to involve our readers in arriving at ‘‘standard vocabularies 
to meet the needs of various groupings of Blissymbol users’’. 

The evaluators, were able to identify many common positive 
features that can be adapted by instructors in creating displays 
for their students. Generally the strengths were: 

— inclusion of essential information such as student’s name, 
Special Blissymbol Block, Help Me communication Block and 
peer names. 

— broad and relevant vocabulary base 

— attractive and useful layout 

— provision for expansion and individualization 

— organizing through logical groupings and meaningful 
categories. 

Notwithstanding the difficulty of the task, the evaluators and 
Contest co-ordinators found the Contest project, an exciting 


learning experience, valuable in establishing evaluating criteria, 
and useful for further studies regarding standard displays and 
vocabulary development. The recommendation was to give 
special recognition to several entries. 

Therefore, the Blissymbolics Communication Institute is pleas- 
ed to announce TWO WINNERS!! 


Shelley Miller-Deegan, speech pathologist, formerly of 
Chedoke Centre, Hamilton, Ontario; now with Lincoln 
Elementary School, Madison, Wisconsin, for her entry 
— a standard display for a retarded, pointing, school age 
student. 

Barbara Rush, Special Education teacher, formerly with 

Hamilton District Society for Crippled Children, Cerebral 

Palsy Centre, now resource Teacher with the Hamilton Board 

of Education, for her entry — an eye-coded display for a 

young adult with borderline I.Q. 

HONORABLE MENTION — Lynn Shogan, Northwest Wayne 

Skill Center, 34401 Pinetree Livonia, Michigan, U.S.A. 48150, 

for her entry — a display for retarded pointing teens and 

young adults. 

Shelley and Barbara will each receive a life-time subscription 
to the BULLETIN and the Newsletter. As well, all three will 
receive a symbol pin and a copy of Elizabeth Helfman’s book, 
Blissymbolics: Speaking without speech. 

The winning vocabulary displays will be shown in the 
Augmentative Communication Services to visitors to ACS and 
BCI. Also, they will be included on the display table at Toronto, 
BCI Training programmes. 

The Contest project co-ordinators, Shirley McNaughton, 
Lynette Norris, Penny Parnes and Nora Rothschild extend their 
sincere thanks to a// those who submitted entries and to the 
evaluators for the careful study they gave to each entry and the 
detailing of valuable comments. Some of these are included in 
this Bulletin. 





Symbol Office 
Changes 


Since the advent of the new year, there 
have been many changes occuring in the 
Symbol Office. Even the walls have 
moved! 

Jinny Storr, Symbol Officer, has reduc- 
ed her work time to one day a week, and 
now serves as consultant to the Symbol 
Office and as interim co-ordinator of the 
International Symbol Panel. She will be 
directing her attention to matters relating 
to the development of Blissymbols and 
will be collating information and sugges- 
tions for the attention of the International 
Panel. In this regard, and at the request 
of the Swedish Representatives on the 
Nordic Blissymbolics Committee, Jinny 
worked in Sweden during the first week in 
February. We are pleased that Jinny has 
agreed to concentrate her time on system 
development, and on concerns across dif- 
ferent language groups using Bissymbols 
with communicatively impaired popula- 
tions. Jinny’s extensive knowledge and 
background in Blissymbols will continue 
to be a valuable source of information 
and support to the Symbol Office. 

Paula Ashmead, as Symbol Office Co- 
ordinator, is now responsible for the day 
to day activities of the Symbol Office and 


for the approval of printed presentations 
of the standard Blissymbols as they 
appear in Blissymbols for Use. This is an 
enormous undertaking, that grows with 
the increasing awareness and use of 
Blissymbolics. To assist Paula in meeting 
the demands for this service, Lynn Ander- 
son has joined the staff of BCI serving as 
secretary to both the Symbol Office Co- 
ordinator and the Co-ordinator of 
Marketing and Distributing. This promises 


to be a job with very few quiet times! 

In order for the Symbol Office to con 
tinue to provide symbols as required in 
publications and materials it has become 
necessary to institute a fee for service. 
The fee varies with the type of work 
undertaken and with the application for 
which the work is required. Details 
regarding cost estimates and applications 
which are exempt from a fee can be ob- 
tained from Paula Ashmead. 





Evaluation of 
Displays 


For those who are involved in designing 
display boards the following suggestions 
from the evaluators of the Vocabulary 
Display Contest may prove to be worth- 
while: 

— regardless of size of the vocabulary, 
spaces should always be left to allow the 
user to add on symbols as required. 

— special Blissymbols should be in- 
troduced early in a Blissymbol instruc- 
tional programme, e.g. questions, oppo- 
site meaning; similar to. 

— full names or pictures of friends and 
family members are preferable to the 
general symbol following by the initial 
consonant (unless there is a special reason 


for introducing the latter). 

— yes and no symbols should remain in 
the position in which they were initially 
introduced with No (which includes 
negative sign) at left side of display and 
Yes (which includes positive sign) at the 
right side of the display. 

— use of the English alphabetical order 
to arrange symbols is not recommended 
(unless for a special teaching objective). 

— the /istener deserves strong consider- 
ation and provision must be made on the 
display to ensure that the listener under- 
stands his/her role in the communication. 

— in evaluating a display give consider- 
ation to the following areas: vocabulary 
selection, vocabulary expansion capabil- 
ities, and vocabulary layout of the dis- 
play; the cognitive and language capa- 
bilities and needs of the user. 


From the editor 


When I receive the material from the con- 
tributors, prior to publication, I look for 
a common thread running throughout in 
order to give some focus to each issue. 
The material this time without a conscious 
directive, seems to be emphasizing 
“normalizing experiences’’. 

This is not unusual, given the kind of 
people that are involved in the augment- 
ing of communications through the use of 
the Blissymbolic system. However, it is 
encouraging. A great deal of time, energy 
and money has been expended in attempts 
to ‘‘normalize’’ behaviour that has been 
conta-indictive of the way in which people 
grow and develop. With our present 
understanding of what a human being is, 
the future indeed, holds promise for what 
we yet might become. 

Frustration is certainly a ‘‘normal’’ ex- 


perience for all of us. In this BULLETIN 
you will find a new column that is focus- 
ed on alleviating some of the pain of un- 
necessary frustration and/or of ‘‘re- 
inventing the wheel’’. HELPFUL HINTS, 
an idea submitted by the Augmentative 
Communications Services, will share con- 
crete suggestions that include generally 
useful ideas, tips and hints. These have 
evolved through trial and error and been 
tested in the daily interaction within 
particular Blissymbolics systems en- 
vironments. 

If ‘‘pictures are worth a thousand 
words’’ then Blissymbolic cartoonists have 
an assured place in the BULLETIN. 
L’Etape, Journal de |’Association de 
paralysie cérébrale du Québec Inc., 
kindly gave permission to reproduce the 
following: 
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Highlights 


Celebrations that note our culture, tradition and heritage give continuity and identity to 
our lives and an appreciation of our past. Many who have been denied the opportunity 
to celebrate their passages within their own communities, are finding that this is 


changing. 


Recently many staff members of BCI had the distinct pleasure of attending an event 
that marked the entry of a long-time Bliss user into his community. With the support and 
encouragement of the Bliss Club of Leonard Mayzel, Ontario Lodge of the Canadian 
B’nai Brith, Bruce Rubenstein celebrated his Bar Mitzvah with the B’nai Torah Con- 
gregation in January of this year. To mark the occasion, Bruce was presented with an 
electric wheelchair by the members of the Leonard Mayzel Lodge. Congratulations 
Bruce, and to all those who helped to make your day a very special one. 


* 


BCI had an interesting call recently. It seems that a man found a Bliss Board in a local 
market. As well as wanting to locate the owner, he was intrigued with the symbols. The 
owner was traced through the office, and we gained a new convert to the Blissymbolic 
system. Shirley McNaughton took the call, and reported it as a highlight of her day. 


* 


We don’t think it was the same person who lost their Bliss Board in the Toronto 
suburbs, but a Detroit radio station host was a bit non-plussed when a young caller 
phoned in just before Christmas and asked for a new Bliss Board from Santa. This was 
one of the most unusual requests he had ever received. 





Volume 7, No. 1 


The Bulletin was first published in 1976 
and was designated Volume 1, No. 1. 
Allowing one Volume per year, the 1981 
Bulletin should have been labelled Volume 
6. Alas, the gremlins interferred and the 
1981 Bulletin bore the label Volume 1. As 
we are now Starting 1982, we wish to get 
back on the right track, so the issues 
published this year will be Volume 7, No. 
1-4, 


Second Edition 


Blissymbols for Preschool Children, by 
Anne Warrick (1978) has proven to be an 
indispensible handbook for parents and 
professionals alike. This has now been up- 
dated with references and Blissymbols to 
meet 1982 standards. It contains informa- 
tion on assessment, initiating a pro- 
gramme, teaching symbols through arts 
and crafts etc. It is sure to be a source of 
assistance and encouragement to those 
who are involved in introducing Blissym- 
bols to the very young and not so young. 
Available: BCI, $6.00. 


Staff up-date 


New faces at BCI include Geb Verburg, 
who began his research study on Blissym- 
bol Acquisition by Physically Disabled 
and Able Persons of Low Intellectual 
Levels. This study is funded for six 
months by The Conn Smythe Research 
Foundation. Diane Smith is working half 
time for Geb providing secretarial 
services. 

Many of you are acquainted with Mary 
Durgy who was our Information Co- 
ordinator for several years. Last summer 
she had an unfortunate boating accident 
and was forced to resign. We are delight- 
ed that she is now well enough to be back 
two afternoons a week with the Augment- 
ative Communication Service. 

Lynne Anderson joined us recently as 
secretary; half time with the Symbol 
Office and half time with the Communi- 
cations and Instructional Materials Dept. 
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